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Course Description
World History and Geography is a two semester course that is a Social Studies requirement at St. Croix Lutheran High School.  The purpose of the course is to provide you with a general framework of the history of world events while having the opportunity to practice basic historical and geographical skills.  Special emphasis in this course will be placed on your own personal exploration of God’s plan of salvation through the events of history.
Course Goals
By taking this course, you will…
· Develop an appreciation of history as the vehicle for God’s plan of salvation.
· Create a personal viewpoint of history using historical evidence and research.
· Learn to appreciate and understand world cultures and their development.
· Evaluate the value or harm of current events and present realities.
· Improve writing, speaking, and creating skills using historical material.
· Refine organizational skills and habits essential for academic success.
Course Structure
This course will follow a thematic approach to World History that is supported by current research and practiced by many leading instructors of world history education.  The course material will be presented through themes (i.e. government, warfare, culture) that will be covered in the context of time.
You will also be taught and expected to keep course materials organized in a way that makes accessing historical information and skills simple.  You will be helped with this organization by the instructor.
Course Procedures
In order to keep a respectful and positive learning environment in the classroom, you will…
· Be prepared for class.
· Be courteous and respectful to both your instructor and each other.
· Be an active member of the classroom.
Instructional Strategies
The instructor will use a variety of teaching methods that will include…
· Lecture
· Group Work
· Individual Research in Books and in Computer Labs
· Multimedia Presentations and Video
· Student Presentations
Grading Policies
The grading scale for this class follows the guidelines posted in the SCLHS handbook.  (p.21-22)
Grade Distribution
Daily Work			25%				Semester Exams/Projects	15%
Quizzes/Tests		25% 				Participation			10%
Projects/Presentations	25%				
Plagiarism
Plagiarism is using someone else’s work as your own without citing the creator within your work.  Special instruction will be given to you in class in order to avoid plagiarism.  In cases of plagiarism, the instructor reserves the right to reduce the grade of the assignment, give a failing grade for the assignment that must be completed correctly, or give a failing grade for the entire course.
Extra Credit Guidelines
Two typical reasons the instructor may offer extra credit or bonus points might be…
· To help you improve your grade if you are struggling.
· To challenge you to stretch beyond the regular unit of study.
Extra credit will not…
· Be a repeat of what is already expected of you for mastery of the course material.
· Have enough points attached that would alter your grade in terms of mastery.  For example:  If you demonstrate a “C” level of mastery, you will not be given an opportunity to artificially inflate that grade with other work that does not hold you accountable for the same level of mastery.
In order to receive extra credit: 
· The teacher will clearly describe the requirements and parameters of any extra credit offerings.
· The teacher will explain the numeric significance or insignificance on your overall grade so that you can determine whether it is worthwhile to undertake the extra credit.
· The teacher will clearly explain the above to parents, when requested to do so.
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