United States History

Course Syllabus

Instructor: Mr. Andrew Shoop
Contact Information

Email: ashoop@stcroixschools.org
School phone: 651-455-1521 ext. 133
Course Description

United States History is a two semester course required for all juniors. Its purpose is to provide students with a general framework of the history of the United States of America, gaining an understanding of the development of America’s events leading to today and its place in world events. Special emphasis will be placed on seeing God’s plan of salvation through the events of history, and God’s hand in shaping those events. 

Course Objectives


The student will:

· develop an appreciation for history as God’s plan of salvation for all people.

· identify and appreciate the individuality and diversity within our nation.
· improve writing and speaking skills through completion of writing assignments and class presentations.

· develop research skills through the examination of multiple sources.

· construct opinions on issues in history while respecting the opinions of others.

· create a framework for the understanding of history.

Course Goals

· To see God’s hand shaping all events in the world according to his plan.

· To promote out-of-class research and exploration of history.

· To construct historical thinking in the minds of each student. 

Textbook


United States History. Pretence Hall, 2010
Instructional Strategies


The instructor will use a variety of teaching methods, including:
· Lecture

· Group Work

· Large and Small Group Discussion

· Student Presentations

· Multimedia Presentations
Grading


Daily Work


15%


Tests



25%


Quizzes


15%


Projects


25%


Semester/Final Exam

10%


Participation


10%

Late work will not be tolerated. Any work that is not completed on time will be counted as a 0. Students will have two weeks to get in all late work to gain half credit for the work.

Class Guidelines

1. Treat others with respect.

2. Stay in your desk unless you have permission to do otherwise.
3. Raise your hand and wait for permission to speak.
4. Be next to or in your seat when the bell rings.
5. Abide by the rules in the student handout.  
Academic Integrity


Plagiarism is using someone else’s work as you own without citing the source. Direct copying, rephrasing, summarizing or taking someone else’s idea and putting it in different words are all permissible IF THE SOURCE IS CITED. In cases of plagiarism, the instructor reserves the right to reduce the grade of a particular assignment, give a failing grade for the assignment or give a failing grade for the entire course.
Instructional Schedule


SEMESTER 1 – Origins ( Reconstruction

SEMESTER 2 – Industrialization ( Present

*Current issues will also be studied and discussed on a regular basis at the discretion of the instructor. 
