中文课
 
Beginning Mandarin Chinese I Class Information   


"One language sets you in a corridor for life. Two languages open every door along the way." 
     Frank Smith

"I live in a small house, but my window looks out on a large world.” 
           Confucius 

Why Learn Chinese?

“Chinese, with 915 million speakers in the Mandarin dialect alone, is the most commonly spoken language in the world. China is the most populous nation in the world, and about one-fifth of the people in the world speak some form of Chinese as their native language.”

-http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_language; August 27, 2006
DID YOU KNOW?
Students want to know more about the world. 
Nine out of ten students want to know more about the rest of the world; they believe it will be important to their futures. [1]
The world will demand it of them… One in six U.S. jobs is tied to international trade. [2]
Prior to September 11, the Intelligence Community was not prepared to handle the challenge it faced in translating the volumes of foreign language counterterrorism intelligence it collected. Agencies within the Intelligence Community experienced a readiness level of only 30% in the most critical terrorism-related languages used by terrorists. [3]
A Roper Poll determined that nearly half - 48 percent of Americans have at least weekly dealings with someone whose first language is not English, and the majority were 18- to 34-year-olds. [4]
Chinese will top English as the most-used language on the Internet by 2007, according to forecasts by the World Intellectual Property Organization. [5] 
Our trade with Asia has surpassed that with Europe in 1979; today, trade with Asia is double our trade with Europe. Projections by the U.S. Trade Representative indicate that trade with Asia will exceed $1 trillion before 2010. The majority of future growth for industries of all sizes is in overseas markets. [6]
The most important reason to learn Chinese is that your  brothers and sisters in this world are looking for answers to spiritual questions. In 1949 , when the Communist Government of China came in to  power, all forms of religion were severely restricted and China was closed off to the West for 20 years. In recent years, the spiritual vacuum left in the hearts of Chinese people exploded, and Christianity is spreading in China as never before. We have the beautiful job of telling people   the wonderful news that  there is a Living God who loves all people, and sent His son Jesus to bring peace in all hearts through his death on the cross for the sins of mankind, and whoever believes in Him has eternal life. 

John 1: 25 “Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrections and the life. He who believes in me will have life even if he dies. And he who lives and believes in me will never die. “ 


Class Materials 

You are expected to have your materials for class: 

Far East Chinese for Youth Level 1校年中文课本
Far East Chinese for Youth Level 1 workbook 校年中文
Zhen Bang Level 1 真棒Textbook
Zhen Bang Level 1 真棒Workbook
Zhen Bang Level 1 真棒Character Book 

3 ring binder 
Binder section dividers
Notebook/ Journal – regular binder notebook is fine 
Flashdrive  
Loose leaf paper

1. Organize materials in a 3 ring binder with these divider titles for Semester 1 

Handouts 
 Of Course You Can Learn Chinese!  
Unit 1: Tones and Pinyin  (Sep.- beginning of Oct.) 
Intro to Characters Unit (Oct.- beginning of Nov.) 
Unit 2: Who am I ? Who are the Chinese? (November)
Geography of China (end of Nov.-beginning of Dec.) 
Semester 1 Test (mid December)
Unit 1: Lessons A-D  Zhen Bang :你好 Ni Hao (January)
Chinese New Year (January – February)
Unit 2: Zhen Bang Lessons A-D:我的家人Wode Jiaren (March, April)
Final Skit Project 
 

CLASS WEBSITE:  http://www.stcroixschools.org/hs.aspx, click “Academics” , “Instructor pages” 
 




Start of Class: 
As soon as you enter the room, you are entering the Chinese speaking world. I expect you to look at the promethean board for schedule for the day. Usually, there will be speaking or writing  task for you to get started on as soon as you enter the Chinese speaking world. Use the time before the bell rings to open your books and review. 


Immersion Method of Language Learning / Language Master Program/ Use of Target Language( Chinese )  in Classroom: Communication is the goal of your language learning. In real life, you need to use the target  language (Chinese) to perform tasks  like buying things, asking directions, clarifying, explaining, arguing, defending your ideas, developing relationships, reading and learning about culture, etc. Immersion in to the target language is the best way to simulate real life language learning just as a child learns a language as it grows. Therefore, the class is taught primarily in Chinese. English will be used at times especially in the beginning of the language learning process and to discuss Chinese geography, history and culture and the “English” sign is turned over during these times. Learning language using the Immersion method can be frustrating at times but don’t be discouraged, for you are learning the language in the best possible way, and not understanding all of what is said is a normal part of the process. The MAIN goal is to get you to communicate. Do not be shy or afraid to make mistakes. Even if you answer a question incorrectly, you are still speaking Chinese, so you are successful in your goal. 

Encouraging: students are expected to be an encouragement to each other in the language learning journey. Much of language learning comes through making mistakes in the language, and practicing over and over. Students learn the four areas of language learning : reading ,speaking, listening, and writing, at different rates. There is no room in this classroom for students that make fun or criticize another person’s language ability. Students that are partners together in the language learning experience encourage and support each other and everyone learns better this way. 

Group work:  When students work in Groups, they teach each other and learn from each other. Many studies show that this type of cooperative learning helps students to learn better and become better communicators and problem solvers. You will be seated in groups and all members of a group are expected to support the group by communicating with each other in Chinese, and doing their work on time and to the best of their ability. 


Life long language learner/ Self- directed: The goal of this class is to help you become a lifelong language learner. You will be asked to evaluate your language ability periodically with a  linguofolio or journaling,  and then set goals for yourself and work towards these goals with your mentor and in class. This allows you to be in charge of your own success and indentify your own strengths and weaknesses so you can have a part in your learning

Chinese student Mentor/ Practice Record : At St.Croix we have a great opportunity to learn Chinese from our native Chinese language speakers.  When you practice the language outside of the classroom with Chinese language speakers, you will meet new friends, learn about their culture, and learn the skills to be a successful language learner. You might be embarrassed to do this at first, but your teacher is willing to help you find a Chinese student to help you if you find it difficult. Once a week , have the Chinese language mentor sign the practice record and bring it to class on Fridays. You will get a grade for this activity. 


Grading:  You are used to traditional grading of tests, homework, participation, etc. Along with these grades you will be graded by your performance on learning tasks that you perform in class. For example: If you are told to discuss and debate the health benefits of Chinese breakfasts with your group members, you will be assessed on your ability to perform this task  in the classroom. You will be prepared for these type of tasks before hand through worksheets and other activities. These are known as authentic assessments. 


Class Participation: To be successful in language learning you must take every opportunity to practice speaking the language. In class, be engaged and participate and always open your mouth to speak Chinese. Successful language learning is built on constant building of vocabulary and sentence structures through practice and repetition of meaningful tasks. Pay attention and participate in class at all times. Do not “check out”. Class lessons and activities will be structured in an active learner centered environment to make class enjoyable and interesting. 

Homework: Language is learned like a set of building blocks being stacked up. In a language class it is very important not to fall behind. You must keep up with your daily homework.  Lesson supplements have daily homework listed. You can always refer to the lesson supplements to know your homework. IF YOU MUST MISS A DAY, YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE TO GET THE ASSIGNMENT DONE AND TURNED IN ON TIME!!!!!  Occasionally, reasonable excuses for homework being 1 day late will be accepted. Even late homework is much better than completely missing an assignment.  Otherwise, late work is usually docked 1 pt per day. If you miss a test or assessment, you must schedule a time to make it up either before or after school so you do not receive a 0 and have your overall grade suffer. Look on line to check your grades regularly. 

Writing Goals : emphasis in this class is on spoken Chinese. You will learn to recognize and read  about 100 characters in Chinese 1 and will learn to write the most commonly used characters . 

Learning Together: Your teacher is not a native speaker of Chinese and is continuing to grow in her own language ability. There may be times when your teacher does not know a certain character or word. When this happens occasionally, we will work together in class to search the dictionary and utilize our Chinese friends to assist us. For our purposes in Chinese I, the teachers knowledge of Chinese culture,  language fluency to conduct class in an immersion environment , and teaching language methods and credentials, will certainly provide you with a rich environment for meeting your language learning goals. Often a teacher, who has learned the language as a second language, is more able to understand some of the challenges of the beginning language learner. Good knowledge of English and translation ability by the Beginning level Chinese teacher is also very helpful for her students. 

TRIP TO CHINA :  The 2nd St.Croix Chinese Service and Learning Trip  to Beijing and Xian  will take place this summer in early August. Costs of trip around $2200 per person. Students put $800.00 of their own money down, and raise funds throughout the year. In the past, enough has been raised to cover the rest of the costs. More information and applications out in late October , early November.


Concordia Language Village The Forest, Senlinhu: 2 days , 1 overnight at The Forest Camp located on Marine on Croix. Parent drivers might be needed. Price is $25.00 if we get a Scholarship that we’ve had in the past. TBA. 


Grading system:
Tests/ Presentations/ Assessments:  40%
Oral language assessments: 15 % 
Participation / Chinese mentor journals    : 20%
Daily Homework/quizzes:  25%

 


